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And now methinks I need not prove that schism and separation is not for the edification of the Church; to separate for edification is to pull down instead of building up. But these men do not seem to have any great regard to the edification of the Church, hut only to their own particular edification : and we must grant that edification is sometimes applied to particular Christians in Scripture, according to St. Paul's exhortation, Comfort yourselves together, and edify one another, even as also ye do. (1 Thes. v. 11.) And this edifying one another, without question signifies our promoting each others growth and progress in all Christian graces and virtues; and so the building and edification of the Church, signifies the growth and improvement of the Church in all spiritual wisdom and knowledge, and Christian graces. The edification of the Church consists in the edification of particulat Christians ; but then this is called edification or building, because this growth and improvement is in the unity and communion of the Church, and makes them one spiritual house and temple. Thus the Church is called the temple of GOB, and every particular Christian is GOD'S temple, wherein the HOLY SPIRIT dwells; and yet GOD has but one temple, and the HOLY SPIRIT dwells only in the Church of CHRIST ; but particular Christians are GOD'S temple, and the HOLY SPIRIT dwells in them, as living members of the Christian Church ; and thus by the same reason the Church is edified and built up, as it grows into a spiritual house and holy temple, by a firm and close union and communion of all its parts ; and every Christian is edified, as he grows up in all Christian graces and virtues in the unity of the Church. And therefore, whatever extraordinary means of edification men may fancy to themselves in a separation, the Apostle knew no edification but in the communion of the Church; and indeed, if our growth and increase in all grace and virtue, be more owing to the internal assistance of the DIVINE SPIRIT, than to the external administrations, as St. Paul tells us, I have planted, and Apollos ivatered, but GOD gave the increase: so then, neither is he that planteth any thing, nor he that luatereth, but GOD that gave the increase. (I Cor. iii. 6, 7.) Arid if the DIVINE SPIRIT confines His